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Abstract

Structural development of the migmatitic gneisses of the Vesterland area is de
scribed first by reference to successive fold episodes (FCF3) and then by reference
to the estimated pattern of three dimensional homogeneous strain. Mylonite zones,
up to 2km in width, are located along attenuated steep limbs of relatively open F 3

folds. In acid gneisses F. folds are usually isoclinal, with axial planes and axes
parallel to those of F1 folds. In basic gneisses F. folds are of relatively open style
and both axes and axial planes differ from those of F 1 folds.

The macroscopie penetrative fabric of the gneisses is of the L-S type in which
three mutually perpendicular axes ean be recognised on a variety of scales, the axes
corresponding to the principal axes of the strain ellipsoid. The strain ellipsoid corre
sponding to deformation in the acid gneisses, as estimated from the disposition of dis
cordant acid veins, is of prolate type, with deformation path (k) approximately 17,
and axial ratios 1:3 :100. The relationship between homogeneous deformation and
varying styles and attitudes of F1 and F. folds is discussed.
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SUMMARY

Field evidence is put forward in support of the view that the structure
of areas of Precambrian gneisses, such as those of Vesterland, is more

realistically described by reference to the pattern of three dimensional
homogeneous deformation than by reference to the pattern of successive
fold episodes.

The commonest rocks of the Vesterland area, acid gneisses, com
prise banded migmatitic biotite gneisses of granodioritic composition. Vari
ous amphibolites with subordinate ultrabasics, together with migmatitic
veins comprise basic gneisses, and interbanded granodioritic and amphi
bolitic migmatites are distinguished as the mixed gneisses. Units of these
types define open asymmetric folds (F3), plunging ca 30° to the south
with axial planes dipping ca 80° E. Bands of plutonic mylonites, up to
2 km in width, are located along attenuated steep limbs of these folds;
analysis of the attitudes of minor F 3 folds and pre-F3 structures shows
that the plane containing the a and c kinematic axes of F 3 deformation
lay within or close to the planar gneiss banding prior to F 3 folding.
This special relationship was an important factor determining the observ
ed association of relatively open folds with the intense deformation
which produced the mylonites.

Characteristics of minor F 2 folds vary according to the rock type
in which they are located. In acid gneisses F 2 folds are usually isoclinal,
and both axial planes and axes parallel those of F1 folds. In mixed gneis
ses F1 and F 2 folds are again coaxial but the latter are rarely isoclinal and
axial planes lie at an angle both to F1 axial planes and to the gneiss
banding. In the basic gneisses F 2 folds are of relatively open asymmetric
style and both axes and axial planes differ from those of F1 folds.

The macroscopic penetrative fabric of the gneisses is of the type
described by FLINN (1958, 1965) as the L-S type in which three mutu
ally perpendicular axes ean be distinguished on a variety of scales, these
axes corresponding to the principal axes of the strain ellipsoid in which
Z > Y > X. The Z fabric axis is manifested by an intense elongation
lineation, expressed in a variety of ways, to which F 1 fold axes are parallel.
The plane containing the Y and Z fabric axes contains the F1 axial plane
foliation and nearly everywhere parallels the gneiss banding.
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The gneisses are cut by numerous deformed discordant pegmatite and
aplite veins which have a special orientation relative to the penetrative
fabric of the gneisses, having a common intersection parallel to the fabric
Z axis. On rock surfaces containing the fabric Z axis these veins appear
parallel to one another and are not seen to be folded. On surfaces normal
to the Z axis the veins have an apparently random orientation and are
folded; axial planes of folds in discordant veins parallel the fabric YZ
plane, except where folds are ptygmatic, and fold axes are parallel to
the fabric Z axis. The orientation of discordant veins is thought to be
the result of reorientation of veins originally without special orientation,
by three dimensional homogeneous deformation, as described by FLINN

(1962), broadly contemporaneous with F 1 and F 2 folding. The strain
ellipsoid for this deformation in the acid and mixed gneisses is thought
to have approximated to a prolate type and the deformation path (k)
is estimated as 17. The minimum amount of deformation required to
account for observed relationships is estimated to correspond to a deforma
tion ellipsoid with axial ratios approximately 1: 3: 100.

It is suggested that a similar degree of three dimensional homo
geneous deformation has commonly affected gneisses of the Precambrian
shield areas and is responsibIe for some common characteristics of such
rocks. The varying characteristics of F 2 folds in different rock types is
ascribed to differing amounts of homogeneous deformation, and probably
differing deformation paths, in different gneiss types, with the competent
basic gneisses being least deformed. The available evidence suggests that
folds in discordant veins were generated with axial planes initially paral
lel to the YZ plane of the deformation ellipsoid, and that these folds
were not generated by either a buckling or abending mechanism.



PREFACE

The field work on which this account is based was carried out under
the auspices of the Geological Survey of Greenland during the summer
months of 1964, as a part of the Survey mapping programme in the Frede
rikshåb region of South Greenland. No attempt is made to correlate the
deformation described in this account with that of neighbouring areas,
nor to discuss the Vesterland rocks in the context of the regional plutonic
history about which no final statement is yet possible. The rocks described
are pre-Ketilidian in age and the principal events described almost
certainly pre-date events elsewhere in South Greenland dated at about
1700 x 106 years.

The islands described occur within an area of approximately 100
km2 the location of which is shown in Plate 2. Outcrop is nearly every
where excellent, but only on the coasts are rocks free of lichen which
elsewhere obscures much of the detail on smooth outcrop surfaces.

May, 1967
Department of Geology,
UniversitY of Liverpool,
England

JUAN WATTERSON



INTRODUCTION

One of the aims of the structural geologist is to determine the changes
in shape and disposition undergone by rocks during deformation. Such
changes in plutonic rocks are usually described by reference to the fold
pattern of a dominant planar element, and interpreted by reference to
the three mutually perpendicular axes of the movement picture (TURNER
and WEISS, 1963). Generation of folds from a planar element is the result
of some type of heterogeneous or differential deformation; if such de
formation takes place without appreciable homogeneous deformation
(FLINN, 1962) it is possibIe in some circumstances that 'unfolding' of the
fold pattern may allow arealistic estimate of the pre-deformation
shape and disposition of the rock mass.

The limitations of this method ean be shown by reference to fig. 1
which illustrates a few possihle geometrical relationships hetween homo
geneous deformation and one particular type of differential deformation;
similar principles apply to other types of inhomogeneous deformation
which may be thought appropriate to fold generation in plutonic rocks.

In fig. 1 an original cuhe (fig. 1 a) has heen suhjected to inhomo
geneous deformation (corresponding to slip folding of TURNER and WEISS,
1963) in which the essential feature is differential displacement of indi
vidual parts of the rock (fig. 1 d). In the case illustrated the displacement
is confined to a single direction (kinematic a axis) within a single plane
(ab plane). The degree of folding of the layering has a direct relationship
to the amount of differential deformation only because the original
layering was normal to the kinematic a direction. A similar degree of
differential deformation produces no folds if the kinematic a direction
lies within the plane of the original layering (fig. 1 (f)). The effects of
differential movements taking place in both a and b directions within
the ab plane, will not he considered here.

Fig. 1 (h) shows the change in shape of the original cuhe resulting
from a small amount of homogeneous deformation, descrihed by reference
to the X, Y and Z axes of the strain ellipsoid; differential movements
of the kind necessary for fold generation do not occur. Fig. 1 (c) shows
the effects on the homogeneously deformed hody of inhomogeneous de
formation of the same type and degree as shown in fig. 1 (d). Figs. 1 (e)
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Fig. 1. Geometrical relationships between homogeneous and heterogeneous (differ
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and 1 (g) show the effects on the shapes shown in (d) and (f) of homogene
ous deformation of the same type and degree as that shown in fig. 1 (b).

The geometrical relationships described above between differential
and homogeneous deformation and fold patterns, are summarised in
fig. 2; they illustrate why, in the simple cases considered, the change in
shape of the original cube ean be estimated by an unfolding of fold pat
terns only in one case (fig. 1 (d)). In fig. 1 (d) two conditions are satisfied:

(i) all deformation is by differential displacement, and

(ii) the direction of displacement is normal to the original plane of layer
mg.

Deformation

NO FOLDS

homogeneaus
i
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

FOLDS .1 FOLDS MODIFIED

suitably oriented

planar structure

heterogeneous

00 suitably oriented

planar structure

NO FOLDS

Fig. 2. For explanation see text.

Of particular interest is the faet that although homogeneous defor
mation does not generate folds it may considerably modify folds formed
by heterogeneous deformation (FLINN, 1962, 1967). In the examples
illustrated homogeneous and heterogeneous deformation are shown as
taking place independent1y of one another, in order to emphasise their
different geometric effects. In plutonic deformation it is probable that
both types of deformation usually take place together, and that the
differential movements of heterogeneous deformation ean be regarded as
the result of variations in amount of homogeneous deformation within
the rock.

As the geometrical effects of heterogeneous and homogeneous de
formation must be considered separately, no matter what their genetic
relationship may be, it is necessary to retain both the a: b: c kinematic
axes, for reference to heterogeneous deformation, and the X: Y :Z axes
of the deformation ellipsoid, for reference to homogeneous deformation;
discussion of the relative merits of these two reference systems is mis
conceived if each refers to geometrically distinct components of deforma
tion.

The relationships discussed need to be taken into account only if it is
likely either (i) that significant amounts of homogeneous deformation
have taken place, or (ii) that the amount of differential deformation which
took place is not fully reflected in the fold pattern.
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The reactivated granitic rocks of the Ilordleq area (WATTERSON,

1965) afford an example of the restricted development of folds due to the
absence of a persistent planar structure. In the Ilordleq rocks, as in other
deformed granites, minor folds are present only where a planar structure
is provided by suitable oriented dykes and veins. The small amount of
heterogeneous deformation necessary for the formation of these minor
folds contrasts with the intense homogeneous deformation attested by
deformed enclaves, separated fragments of disrupted dykes and other
features.

RAMSAy (1960) has shown how the intensity of folding may be
infiuenced by the relative orientations of the kinematic a axis and the
planar element, and has shown the lack of folds at Glenelg in those places
where the planar element of the rocks is parallel to the plane containing
the a and b kinematic axes. The scarcity of minor folds in the supracrustal
rocks of the Ilordleq area (WATTERSON, 1965) is the result of a similar
relationship of planar element and kinematic ab plane. RAMSAy (op. eit.)
has also described small scale examples of differential deformation with
out folding, resulting from parallelism of the kinematic ae plane and planar
element of the rock: this situation was approached, on a large scale, in
the final phase of deformation in Vesterland (F3) during which extensive
mylonite zones resulted from intense heterogeneous deformation gener
ating relatively open folds.

The main purposes of this account are to describe the extreme homo
geneous deformation which affected the rocks of Vesterland prior to the
F 3 deformation, to show that the changes in shape represented by pre-F3

fold structures are relatively insignificant, and to describe the method
by which the homogeneous deformation has been estimated. It is sug
gested that the relative importance of homogeneous deformation in
Vesterland is not unusual in rocks of the crystalline shield areas.

The structural history of the area is first described in terms of
successive fold phases (Section II) and then by reference to fabric features
which indicate the orientation, type and amount of homogeneous deforma
tion (Section III). Although it is suggested that the successive fold phases
are relatively unimportant in a geometrical sense, chronologically they
provide evidence otherwise difficult to obtain, and to that extent the two
methods are complementary rather than alternative.

Application of the concept of three dimensional homogeneous strain
to the study of plutonic rocks has been strongly advocated by FLINN

(1958, 1962, 1965) some of whose suggestions are incorporated in this
account and whose other proposals provide a useful basis for discussion.



SECTION I

FIELD RELATIONS AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
MAIN ROCK TYPES

The area consists mainly of the gneissic rocks typical of large areas
of the Greenland and other Precambrian shield areas. A brief description
of these and associated rocks of plutonic origin is given below.

The gneisses have been subdivided into three lithologically distinct
units. Acid gneisses occupy most of the area and are structurally overlain
by mixed gneisses these in turn being overlain by basic gneisses. A thin
intercalation of mixed gneisses occurs within the acid gneiss unit. No
certain correlation is possibIe between mixed and basic gneisses on the
eastern peninsula of Vesterland, with those on the mainland and islands
to the south.

(a) Acid gneisses

(i) Banded type

These are fine to medium grained rocks of granodioritic composition
and with a granulitic appearance. Biotite is always present, seldom
exceeding 15 Ofo of the rock, and hornblende and microc1ine occur spo
radically. Banding is usual in these rocks, formed by biotite rich layers
alternating with layers in which biotite is scarce or absent; these bands
are from 1-5 mm in thickness and nearly everywhere the biotite is crudely
aligned parallel to the banding. On a larger scale the acid gneisses have
distinct parting planes, 0.5-2 m apart, from a distance appearing like
bedding planes. As these parting planes are always parallel to the fine
banding it is unlikely that they are exfoliation joints, but no composi
tional differences between adjacent 'beds' is found.

In addition to numerous discordant veins, both folded and unfolded,
the acid gneisses contain numerous quartz felspar veins which parallel
the fine banding. These veins differ from the more leucocratic bands in
the host rock mainly in their grain size, which is usually coarse and often
pegmatitic, and in the absence of mafic minerals except in marginal
biotite-rich selvages. The neosome veins are granitic in composition and
unlike the host rock bands usually show a pinch-and-swell or noded
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structure. Various vein widths, from a few mm up to 1 m, are found
within a single outcrop and a systematic variation in the most common
vein width from place to place is sometimes evident. The amount of
veining is also variable and in places neosome veins comprise up to 50 0/0
of the rock.

(ii) Homogeneous type

On the islands SW of Vesterland and E of Akinaq the acid gneisses
show only faint traces of fine banding or are unbanded. In these rocks
the incidence of concordant neosome veining is less than elsewhere,
only the wider veins occurring and these more widely spaced and less
regular than those in the banded acid gneiss.

All the acid gneisses have a marked linear fabric which in the homo
geneous acid gneiss is the dominant structure.

(b) Basic gneisses

(i) Amphibolitic types

These consist of a varied suite of amphibolitic rocks with comparati
vely small amounts of acid migmatite veining. The various types of
amphibolite occur as regular bands (layers), from a few cm to a few
metres in width, and appear to retlect original compositional differences
of a supracrustal volcanic succession. Some types show a fine colour
banding which is parallel to the larger scale banding, and in those types
in which foliation can be seen it too is parallel to this plane.

The most common variants are: -

(1) Epidote-rich amphibolite, comprising fine to medium grained
bands of black amphibolite with about 30 Ofo plagioclase, alter
nating with less regular green epidote-rich bands with margins
of black hornblende. Bands of both types are 0.5-5 cm in width
but those containing epidote are not continuous and in many
cases appear to represent highly deformed epidote nodules.

(2) Green amphibolites, consisting mainly of fibrous green amphi
bole and small amounts of felspar, and of medium grain size.

(3) Black amphibolites, often of metabasaltic aspect, of fine to
medium grain size and consisting of black amphibole and up to
50 Ofo plagioclase and quartz. Coarse grained varieties usually
contain garnet.

All three varieties occur interbanded on a variety of scales and
frequently show a fine internal banding.
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(4) PaIe grey diorite of medium grain size occurs as concordant
layers in the basic gneiss. It is not known whether this homoge
ous diorite represents a distinct rock type of the original succes
sion, or whether it is of migmatitic origin.

Migmatisation of the basic rocks described above is different from
that of acid gneisses: the folIowing forms of migmatisation are most
frequent.

(1) Aplite veins up to 3 m width, concordant with the compositional
banding of the amphibolites, and usually with biotite sevages.

(2) Pegmatitic anorthosite lenses up to 1 m in breadth, consisting
entirely of plagioclases up to 10 cm in length.

(3) Agmatites, confined to more massive unfoliated host rocks, with
networks of veins a few cm in width.

(4) Concordant, regular quartz felspar veins of medium grain size,
similar to those in the acid gneisses but usually without pinch
and-swell structures and never pegmatitic.

(ii) Ultrabasic type

Lenses of ultra-basic rock occur at many places within the basic
gneiss, in nearly all cases close to an observed boundary between mixed
and basic gneiss units. At three places on Akinaq ultra-basic masses 50 m
or more in length occur, with maximum thicknesses of 10 m; in these
three masses distinct banding is seen, parallel to which tabular felspars
are aligned. Preservation of serpentinised olivines suggests that the
banding represents an original igneous lamination. The field relationships
of the ultrabasic rocks on and around Akinaq suggest that they represent
the boudine remnants of a single ultra-basic sill in the basic gneiss. Two
ultrabasic remnants on the easternmost peninsula of Vesterland may be
derived from the same or a similar sill. The ultrabasic rocks show no
trace of foliation, lineation, or migmatisation.

(c) Mixed gneisses

Although occasional amphibolite bands or lenses are found within
the areas mapped as acid gneiss they there form a very small proportion
of the whole. In the areas mapped as mixed gneiss, the dominant rock
type is acid gneiss but bands and lenses of basic gneiss form an appreciable
proportion of the whole, usually 5-10 0J0 and in places up to 50 0J0.
Where basic rocks occur in this group they are usually interbanded with
the acid gneisses on a scale of 10-100 cm. Where acid and basic rocks
are thus interbanded minor folds are most common.
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Fig. 3. Homogeneou' acid gneis e' cu L by almo L idcntical in tru ive microgranodio
rite sheet (behind hammer) which cuts ncosomc eins in the gneiss. Gneiss and
granodioritc both have strong lineation, weak Ioliation and approach L-lcclonilc

fabric. Island 2 km west of kinaq.

(d) Intrusive microgranodiorite

Lseveral Jocalitie on the western coasts of kfnaq and Vestel'lana
I.he acid gneisses are cut by irregular sheets of a fine to medium-grained,
paIe grey granodiorite. The bosL exposure of this granodiorite are found
on the islands 1-3 km souLh of the SW extremity af Vesterland, where
ountry rocks are thc homogeneaus type of acid gneiss, \vhich is cut

by several flat-Jying sheets of microgranodiorite, 1-4 m in thickness.
Where fine banding in the coun Lry rock is absent Ol' very indistincL, the
contact between country rock and granodiorite sheets is difllcu1t to locaLe
even on the large perfectly exposed surfaces characteristic of these islands.

o alike are granodiorite veins and unbanded country rock gnei s that
the existence of the vein is evidenL only because Lhey cut neo orne vins
in Lhe country rock. (fig. 3). Where the country rock gneis is finely
banded the aranodioriLe sheoLs are more easiJy detected and di placed
blocks of country rock gneiss seen within them. penetrative linear
structure has a similar orientation in both country rocks and intrusive
sheets.

Where they are empla ed in normal acid gneisses granodiorite vein'
are quite distinct from the country rocks, frequent xeno]iths of which
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occur within the veins. an Akinaq the granodiorite occurs as narrow
veins emplaced parallel to axial planes of F 2 minor folds, and which both
here and on Vesterland cut F 1 folds. A body of microgranodiorite 500 m
in extent OCcurS on the west coast of Vesterland and in common with
smaller occurrences here and elsewhere is lineated but not banded; this
body probably has the form of a sheet.

The evidence available (see section II) shows the granodiorites to
be of F 2 age and of intrusive, but not necessarily magmatic, origin.
The petrologic and structural similarity between the granodiorite sheets
and veins and the homogeneous acid gneiss, may indicate a similar origin
aIthough at different times i.e. with homogeneous acid gneiss contempo
raneous with or earlier than F1 folding.

(e) Discordant pegmatites

Pegmatites discordant to the gneiss banding were emplaced at many
stages in the plutonic history of the area. Pegmatites emplaced prior
to F 2 folding are described in a later section. Pegmatites occur parallel
to, but not along, the axial planes of F 2 folds and other pegmatites appear
to have a similar relationship to F3 folds. Flat-Iying pegmatite sheets
up to 4 m thick which are restricted to the islands off the SE coast of
Vesterland, were probably folded during the F 3 folding phase. Other
pegmatites, post-dating all deformation, are found mainly in the eastern
half of the area.

Pre-F2 pegmatites contain only quartz, microeline, plagioclase and
occasional biotite. All later pegmatites contain garnet in addition, and
post-deformational pegmatites frequently contain appreciable quantities
of magnetite in large crystals.

(f) Plutonic mylonites

Mylonites occupy a considerable proportion of the eastern half of
the area; they are cut by the earliest basic dykes and their formation
is thought to be intimately related to the F3 folding episode. They are
referred to as plutonic mylonites in order to distinguish them from those
mylonites related to the numerous cratogenic fauIts.

Most of the plutonic mylonites are forrned from acid gneisses and
all stages are found between slightly aItered acid gneisses and completely
mylonitised derivatives which are usually very fine grained banded rocks
of porcelainous aspect and strongly jointed. In many of the mylonites
large felspar megacrysts are found, up to 3 cm in diameter and with
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shapes varying from rounded to euhedral; these large crystals are scatter
ed unevenly through the rock and appear unbroken.

The width of individual mylonite zones varies considerably along
the strike, as does the width of the zones adjacent to the mylonites in
which lesser effects are seen. Whereas the colour of cratogenic mylonites
is red, due to oxidation, the plutonic mylonites are usually of a dull
green colour.

(g) Post-plutonic events

Episodes of faulting, thrusting and the emplacement of several
generations of basic dykes clearly post-date the plutonic events described
in this account and wil1 not be considered further.
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SECTION II

FOLDING PHASES

The three recognized phases of folding, identified mainly on the basis
of small-scale structures, are described below in reverse chronological
order. The dominant planar structure in the area is the compositional
banding of the gneisses (S') which, except in F1 fold closures, is paralleled
by a foliation (SI)' and is parallel to the mapped lithological boundaries.
Except where otherwise stated, all folds described refer to folding of the
gneiss banding (S').

(a) F3 structures

(i) Major structures

A large synform, occupying the greater part of Vesterland, plunges
at about 30° to the south and is strongly asymmetric with marked
attenuation of the eastern limb (Plate 2 and fig. 7). The axial plane
trace of the synform as defined by the hinge lines, lies a few hundred
metres west of the western mylonite.

The synform is most clearly seen on Akinaq and adjacent islands
to the north where it is defined by the basic gneiss unit. In the central
part of Vesterland a narrow horizon of mixed gneisses forms a mappable
unit which further defines this structure; the disposition of gneiss banding
conforms to the synformal structure defined by the lithological units,
as does the widely spaced parting which is evident both in the field and
on aerial photographs.

The eastern limb of the synform is truncated by a band of mylonite
(the western mylonite) which extends from the NE coast of Vesterland
to the southern part of Akinaq. On Akinaq a corresponding antiform is
found on the east side of the mylonite together with a further poorly
exposed synformal closure. Towards the north the rocks on the eastern
side of this mylonite become progressively more disrupted until no un
altered gneisses intervene between the western and eastern mylonites,
which together form a zone of more or less mylonitised rock some 2 km
in width. The boundaries of the eastern mylonite are less regular than
those of the western one but it is probably equally persistent, although
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seen in the south only on scattered islands. No mylonite is found on
the islands east of Akinaq but the occurrence on these islands of structures
which elsewhere border the mylonites (cataclastic cleavage and F3 minor
folds) suggest that the eastern mylonite belt passes through the unexposed
area immediately to the east of these islands.

Non-mylonitised rocks to the east of the eastern mylonites are found
only on the eastern peninsula of Vesterland. Due to intense F 2 folding
of the mixed gneisses on this peninsula the overall structure is less easily
defined than elsewhere, but the distribution of basic gneisses suggests
an antiformal structure analogous to that on Akinaq and with a similar
relationship to the adjacent mylonite.

The occurrence of mylonite bands along the attenuated western
limbs of antiforms, causing the detachment of these antiforms from
corresponding synforms lying to the west, suggests a genetic relationship
between folding and mylonitisation. Such a relationship is confirmed by
the evidence afforded by minor structures associated with the mylonites.
The narrowest mylonite belt, which contains some of the most intensely
mylonitised rocks, is located along the boundary between acid and basic
gneisses.

(ii) Minor structures

Rocks bordering the main mylonites show an approximately north
south striking cleavage which increases in intensity towards the myloni
tes. This steeply dipping cleavage is itself a cataclastic structure and
strongly cleaved rocks may show the porphyroclastic textures characte
ristic of the mylonites proper. The width of the cleavage zone varies
considerably (see Plate 2), and it is in places absent; some of the most
intense mylonites show an abrupt transition to unaltered rocks. The F 3

minor folds to which this cleavage is axial planar are found most com
monly in the eastern half of the area and only isolated examples occur
elsewhere. The folds which vary from a few cm to 2 m in wavelength,
are mostly open structures (fig. 4), the majority markedly asymmetric
with either attenuated or sheared out alternate fold limbs, which are
parallel, or nearly so, to axial planes; the sheared limbs are commonly
veined by quartz or quartz and felspar and appear to correspond to the
mylonite zones along limbs of the major folds. There is sometimes a more
complex relationship between shears and folds, with the number of fold
closures between two shear zones changing along the strike of the shears.
Although the mechanics of formation of the mylonites and associated
structures will not be dealt with here, it can be noted that the pattern
of large and small scale folds and associated displacements is reminiscent
of the crenulation patterns associated with phyllitic cleavages.

Conclusive evidence regarding the age of minor F3 folds relative to
2*
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Fig. 4. Asymmetric F" folding or banding in acid gneis5, witll jll'onounced axial plane
foliation. Eastern penin. ula ol' Vesterland.

thaL of those referred to as F 2 is best seen on the island a few metres ofr
the south cen Lral peninsula of Vesterland. Here amphiboJite bands in
the mixed gneisses have abundant F 2 folds which an the east coast af
the island, close to the boundary of thc easLern myloniLe, ar'c refolded
by F 3 folds af similar size, and crossed by the cleavage (fig. 5).

A few examples were seen of F 3 folds with undeforrned pegmatites,
20-100 cm wid ,paraBel to but not along, axial planes: it is possibIe that
the ernplacement of many undeformed pegmatites outside the area in
whieh F 3 minor folds occur was contro1Jed by F 3 deformation.

Small scale folding of thc myloniLe banding was seen in a few places;
toa few observations have been made af Lhese post-F3 sLrueLures Lo perrnit
a generalised description.

(Hi) Orientation

1'he axial direction af major F 3 folds ean be estimated from the
map (Plate 2) and defined more c1osely, although still not with great
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Fig. 5. lnlerference patt.ern produced by F, (axi parallcl to hammer handle) re
folding of F. folds. '\lixed gnejs'cs, islanrl olT oulhern pcnin ula of Vesterland.

precision, from thc great eirele distribution of S'in aeid and mixed
gneisses (fig. 6, (i) and (ii)) as plunging at 30° to the south. As the strike
of the axial planes is ca 015° their dip ean be calculated as 70° to 105°,
That the distribution of S' th.roughout the area (execpt in basic gnei ses)
ean be J'claLed Lo a ingle great eirele makcs it probable that the gneiss
banding lay approximaLcly parallel to a single planar smface prior to
Fa deformation. 1'he strike of thc myJonite zones is parallel to that of
the axiai planes of the major sLrueLurcs; there is insufficient topograpllie
relief to d termine exactly the steep dip of the mylonite zones, which
is howeyer as umcd Lo be the same as that of the axial plane .

Axial plunge of minor Fa folds have an approximate grcal circle
distribution (fig. 6, (\.) and ( i))' the plane within which Lhey tend to lie,
which should ideally eorrespond to tlle axial planes of major folds, cannot
be precisely defined wiLh the readings available but is estimated as
striking 010°, dipping 80° E. Axial planes of minor Fa folds (fig. 6 (v))
are approxirnatcly parallel to the axial plane caleuJated for major Fa
folds. DifTeren es in attitudes of minor Fa folds an ithcr side af the main
myJonitc zone (fig. 6 (v)) may be thc re uH of post-Fa bloek rotation
along fault which parallel the rnylonite zone (ee Plato 2).
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The kinematic ab plane of the F 3 deformation, manifested by the
mylonite zones, axial planes of major structures, and distribution of minor
F 3 fold axes is estimated to strike 012 ± 5, dipping 75 ± 5 E.

The distribution of an earlier group of linear structures (LI) de
formed by F 3 is shown in fig. 6 (iii) and (iv), and can be fitted to a great
circ1e; a homogeneous great circle distribution of earlier structures is not
to be expected with folding of the F3 type, which is characterised by
extreme attenuation of alternate fold limbs. The intersection of the plane
containing the re-oriented linear structure and the ab plane of F3 defor
mation should correspond to the kinematic a direction of F 3 deformation
(RAMSAY, 1960), which from the data cited is estimated to plunge
35° ± 5 to 185° ± 7. The kinematic a axis of F 3 deformation, and the axes
of major F3 folds (plunging ca. 30°/182) are therefore nearly coincident
and the angle between them very probably less than 15°; from this it
can be assumed that the S' surface prior to F 3 deformation lay at an angle
of less than 15° to the kinematic a axis of the subsequent folding. This
special relative orientation of the kinematic a axis can be seen as the
underlying cause of the association of the intense deformation which
produced the mylonites together with folds of open style.

The deformation giving rise to F 3 folds clearly has an important
component of differential deformation which can be referred to conven
tional a, b, and c kinematic axes. On the other hand the mylonites are
undoubtedly the products of intense localised homogeneous deformation;
littIe is known about the geometry of this homogeneous deformation
other than that the stretching direction (Z axis) lies approximately
parallel to the kinematic a axis, and that the mylonite banding probably
represents the ZY plane of the deformation ellipsoid.

It is probable that the heterogeneous, or differential, deformation
can be regarded as the result of systematic variation in the amount of
homogeneous deformation; with homogeneous deformation slight or
absent in areas like central Vesterland and of relatively great intensity
in the mylonites, differential movement would be necessary in order to
accommodate these differences. This view of the relationship between
homogeneous and heterogeneous deformation will be considered elsewhere
in a separate account of the mylonites, and the folIowing discussion con
fined to the geometry of the observed differential deformation.

Fig. 6. Equal area stereographic projeetions of (i) and (ii) gneiss banding (S') in
acid and mixed gneisses with constructed mean axis of major F 3 folds. Contours at
1.5, 3.0, 6.7, and 9.0 % per 1 % area. (iii) and (iv) L, (F, elongation lineation) in
acid and mixed gneisses. Contours at 0.7, 1.8, and 5.2 % per 1 % area. (v) Axial
planes of minor Fa folds from east (open circles) and west (solid circles) of main
mylonite zone, and axes of minor Fa folds (crosses). (vi) Contoured diagram of minor

Fa fold axes from (v). Contours at 3.8 and 8.8 Ofo per 1 Ofo area.
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a b

c

Fig. 7. ections of major Fa folds adjacent to we tern mylonite on kinaq and ad
jacent island. (al axial profile, section normal to fold axes, (b) map. i.e. horizontal,
section, (c) kinematic profile, section normal to kinematic b axis. Basic gneisses -

shaded, mylonitc - bIa k.

Had the kinematic a direction coincided preci eIy with the lithologi
cal Iayering in the gnei es, iL is possibIe that no major F3 folds would
have been formed, and considerably fewer minor folds; although the type
and amount af deformation would not have been signifieantly difTerenl.
1'he major folds observed ean be used as an approximate measure of the
differential deformation which took plaee; although for this purpose the
axial profiJes (i.e. profile normal to fold axis) of the folds arc of littIe
signifieance. The differential movement revealed by axial profiles depends
mainly on the angle between the kinematic a axis and the layering
(RAM Ay,1960) - a parameter ol' httle or' no deformational ignificance in
these rocks. 1'he degree of differential movement is fully hown only in
seetions normal to the kinema1,ie b axis; when this axis does not eoineide
with the fold axis it is neeessary to refer to the kinematie profile i.e.
a eross-seeLion af the fold on the plane normal to the kinematie b axi·.
The form of major F 3 folds on Akinaq and adjaeent island , as shown on
the ground, is eompared in fig. 7 with axial profilc (fig. 7 (a)), and the
kinematie profile (fig. 7 (c)).

(b) F:z structures

(i) Description

No large seaIe l~ 2 strueture are known to oecur in 1,he area, and the
information given has been obtained entirely from small scale folds with
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Fig. S. Acid vein in ba ic gnei s unit showing isoclinal F l fold l'efolded by ro 2' Akfnaq.

wavelengths rarely ~reater than 2 m and more usually 0.5-1 m. The
VesLerland area may form part af a larO'c F 2 fold, Lhe form und disposition
of whieh wiII beeome appurenL when neighbouring areas have been
mapped; Lhe presence af the minor folds doe noL however require the
existonce of related lar~e scale fold .

Minor F 2 folds are very common in boL h ha'i and mixed gneisses
and aro found in nearly all large expo 'uros af Lhese ro k types, although
rare Lhroughout much af the acid g-neis·.

1'he age of F 2 fold relaLive to 1:<'3 foldino' and myloniti ation i seen
direct!y only in tho e parts af L!w ha ie and mixed gneis:es adjacenL Lo
the mylonite zones where F'a folds and cIeavage oecur (fig. 5). The age
af F z folds relative to F I folds is clearly demonstrated in many place' ,
especialJy on Akinaq, where isoc1i.nal F I folds are refolded (figs. 8 and '11).

The style af F 2 folds varios according- to the rock typo in which they
oceur. Tn thc basic gnei ses they are moro easily distingui. hed from
oarlier fold' than el ewhere because of Lheir open style, usually u yrn
meLric but with axial planes at a high angle to the foliation and bandi.ng
( I and S1) in the gnei ses (see figs. ,10, 11). The dominant linear struc
Lure (LI) in the gnei ean be seen Lo be folded around the open F z folds
a' ean the axes of isorlinal F 1 folds. Structures produced by interferen e
of 1'\ and .F 2 folds af similar sizp in the basic gnejs es often show elosed
eoneentric patLerJ1s (fias. 12 and 13) Ol' marc simple refolding of isoelinal
F 1 c10sures with divergenee of Fl and F 2 fold axes (Dgs. 8, 10, 11 l 14).

In the mixed gneisses F 2 folds vary from those with an open style
characteristic af the basic gneis e (Dg. 15, 16) to the more u ual tighter
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Fig. 9. Isoclinal F, Iolds IoJded by isoc1inaJ F. Iold. 'ote lack oI penetrative axial
planar slruclu re in F 2 fold. Mixed gneisses, west coast af Vesterland.

and o casionally isoclinal types (figs. 9,17). Only rarely ure the axial
planes of F 2 folds in mixed gneisses at a high angle to the banding of
adjacent gneisses. F 2 fold axes in the mixed gneisses al'e almost invariably
parallel to the dominanL linear strueture in these rocks and concentric
patterns resultinO' from int rferenee of F1 and F 2 folds ha ve noL been seen.

Where refolded F 1 isoclinal elosures are found they sho'w simple
patterns (fiO'.15), an additional geomeLrieal simplification being that where
the relationship ean be determined, the axe of1' 1 and F 2 folds al'e paral
lel. Although this paralleli m of fold axes ean be determined in no more
than half a dozen instance it i reflected el ewhere in Lhe parallelism
of F 2 axes and LI lineation.

In the acid gnei , folds positi yely identified as F 2 are rare and no
certain example was scen oran F I fold refolded by F 2' F 2 folds are almost
without exception LighL and frequently i odinal (fig,. 18, 19), axial planes
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Fig. 10. F 2 folds in basic lYneis unit, Akinaq. :\ote F I elo lIl'es in foreground below
hammer, and ab ellee of f.'. axial plane foliation.

Fig. 11. lsoclinal F I fold (axis parallel to hammer) refolded by open 1"2 folds (axes
parallel lo corrugalion in foregl'ound). nasic gnei. ses, \Vesl eoast of Akinaq.
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Fig. 12. Concentric intcrfcrencc paLLern l'eslIlling from refolding of isoc!inal P, folds
by F 2 • Ba ic "'nci , caslern peninslIla of \ esterland.

Fig. 13. Concen tric in Ledet'ence pattern re ulting from P 2 rerolding af F, in basic
gneiss unit. West coast af Akinaq.
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Fig. 14. /soclinal F', fold refolded by coaxial Po folds. Mixed ~nei-ses, souther-n
peninsu/a ol' Vesterland.

Fig. 15. Tsoc/inal F' l folds refo/ded by coaxial rold
su/a ol' Ve lerland.

eas tern penin-



30 JUA)! \iVATTERSO)!

Fig. 16. Almost recumbent F, folds in mixed gnei ses, eastern peninsula
of Vesterland.

VI

are parallel to the handing in adjacent rock, and fold axes are parallel
to the dominant lineation (LI)' Identifi ation af F 2 fold wa ha ed an
differences in style from nearby F I folds and hy traces af the SI foliation
going amund the fold clas ure .

Penetrativc axial plane foliation Ol' cleavagc asso iated with F 2 folds
is not commanly seen exccptin acid gneisses in the SW part af Vester
land. Axial plane foliation is abscnt from F2 folds in mixed gncisses but
an a -ial plane strain-slip cleavage is sporadieally developcd in F2 folds
in ha ic O'neis. es. Migmatitic veining along axial planes i most aften found
in those case whcrc an axial plane cleavage Ol' foliation is also pre ent.

(ii) Orientation

The distribution ofaxial planes af F 2 minor folds is shawn in fig.
20 (i) and (ii). Thc distribution af the e axial plane is related to a great
circle from which a dominant axial direction af F3 folding ean be ealcula
ted to pI unge at about 500 to the south compared with the plungc af 300

estimated from the distribution af S' in mixed and a id gncisses. The
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folds with axial planes parallel to banding ol' uJ'J'ounding gneiss.
gneiss, easteJ'll peninsula af Vesterland.

Fig. 18. F z folds in acid gneiss. ,,,rest coast af Vesterland.

31
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Fig. 19. TighL F! fold, some isoclinal, in acid gneisses on \Ve t eoa t ol Vesterland.

uncertainty af both ' ·timates due to seatter af the points is toa great
to demonstrate whctheJ' Ol' not this represent a real difTerence. real
difTerence is possibJe because only in the acid gneisses do F 2 axial plane
nearly always parallel S'; see Section III. 1'he distribution ofaxes af
minor F 2 folds (L2) shawn in fig. 20, (iii) and (iv), has a similar pattern
to that shawn by LI (fia. 6, (iii) and (iv)) although with an even less
closely defined great circle. 1'he kinernatic a axis af F 3 deformation and
the axis af F3 folds, as estimated from the attitudes af F 2 structures,
plunge 50°/180° and 42°/180° respcctively (compare fig. 20, vand vi).

(c) F 1struetures

1'he e include minor folds, foliation, (SI)' and a p netrativc lincation
(LI)' 1'he relationships betw en these structure. are relatively imple,
and all are widely distributed. Folds are ]e s common in the acid gneis es
Lhan elsewbere but in all rock types are isaclines with axial planes parallel
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Fig. 20. (i) and (ii) .<\xial planes of minor 1'2 folds (,'2) f,'om acid, mixed and basic
grleisses with consLI'ucLed mean axis of 1<'3 folding. ontours at 0.6,1.9,3.\, and 5.6 °/0
per 1 °/0 u!'ea. (iii) and (iv) Axes of mino!' F 2 folds in acid, mixed and basic ~neiss s.
Contoul'S at 0.6,3.0, and 6.5 °/0 per '1 °/0 u!'ea. (v) KinernaLic a uxis of F. defol'mation
and mean axis of F 3 folding con t!'ucLed f!'om data der'ived from "and L, (fig. 6,
(i)-(iv)). (vi) Kinematic a axis of F. deformatiorl and mean axis of F. folding on-

structed fl'om data deri ved from H2 and L 2 (Lhi. figure (i)-(iv)).
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to adjacent gneiss banding. SI is found in all rock types except more
massive types of the basic gneiss and in some of the homogeneous acid
gneiss on the islands W and NW of Akinaq. The LI structure, expressed
in a variety of ways (Section III), is found throughout the area and in
all rock types except the massive basic types. The F l folds described
here, include only those folding planar structures which nowhere ean be
seen to be discordant to the gneiss banding ; folding of discordant planar
elements is described in Section II I. Many F l folds clearly fold the fine
compositional banding of the gneisses while others fold discrete migmatite
veins which are now parallel to the banding (concordant veins).

Occasional F1 folds several metres in amplitude are found in the
basic gneisses (fig. 14) but the majority are of the same order of size
as the F 2 folds; only fragments of F l folds are usually seen and most
were recognised on the basis of a single fold elosure. In the acid gneisses
the axes of F l folds are often impossible to determine if they are exposed
only on one smooth outcrop surface, but where exposed they are parallel
to the penetrative lineation (LI): this is most clearly seen in the basic
gneisses where both F l folds and LI are refolded by F 2 folds. It is reason
able to assume that readings of LI, which are easily obtained nearly
everywhere, represent the axial direction of F 1 folds.

The dominant foliation in the area (SI) is axial planar to F1 folds
in observed fold elosures, and is elsewhere parallel to the gneiss banding
except at two localities in the NW part of Vesterland, where the presence
of a large F l elosure is inferred. In large F l elosures in fairly massive
basic rocks where the F1 axial plane foliation is not strongly developed,
an earlier foliation is preserved, folded around the F l folds. This foliation
is no doubt related to a pre-F1 deformation episode of which no other
certain record has been observed in this area.

The orientation of F l structures has been referred to in the descrip
tion of F3 deformation and is again referred to in Section II I.



SECTION III

DESCRIPTION OF ROCK FABRICS

The rocks have pronounced directional structures, other than folding
of the banding (S'), which compose a pronouneed tectonite fabric, of
the L-S type as defined by FLINN (1965). Fabric elements defined by
internal structures of the gneisses are described first, followed by des
cription of those defined by or related to discordant quartz-felspar veins
which cut the gneisses.

(a) Penetrative gneiss fabric

A distinction is initially made between those manifestations of the
fabric which are in some way related to a planar inhomogeneity of the
rock e.g. a concordant pegmatite or aplite vein, and those which are
unrelated to planar inhomogeneities e.g. isolated augen. This distinction
is necessary as fabric axes determined from structures related to planar
inhomogeneities could be partly dependent on the orientation of this
plane, e.g. boudins formed by boudinage of a competent layer. The ex
amples described from Vesterland ean in faet be shown to be independent
of the orientation of the particular planar inhomogeneities considered,
but this may not always be the case elsewhere.

(i) Fabric structures unrelated to planar inhomogeneities

Isolated quartz-felspar aggregates, or augen, often composed mainly
of a single large felspar (fig. 21), have ellipsoidal shapes the long axes
of which define a lineation which lies within the plane of the SI foliation
(fig. 22). The three mutually perpendicular axes of the augen, which are
referred to as the X, Y and Z (short, intermediate, long) axes, thus have
a special orientation relative to the SI foliation. SI is parallel to the YZ
plane of the augen - a relationship commonly found in gneisses else
where.

Agmatitic networks of acid veining in amphibolites in the basic
gneiss also show a systematic fabric. Each amphibolite fragment has a
triaxial, though not ellipsoidal, form (fig. 23) in which the long axis is

3*
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Fig. 21. Gpen F 2 folding of banding conlaining closUl'es of i.oclinal F1 folds. ~ote

• y sections of isoluted felspur augen in lower halr. cid band in basic gneiss, kinaq.

the ma t cleady defined; lengths of intermediate and short axes are not
very different but they ean be easily distinguished on any axten ive out
crop. The fabric defined by this inhomogeneity is eoa 'ial \vith the inter
nal fabric of the amphibolite defined by elongate lenses of quartz and
plagiaclase in the hornblende groundmass, This internal fabric af Lhe
amphibolite eould be deseribed as a foliatian together with a lineat.ion,
but both these features are defined by the same triaxial element i.e.
elongate quartz-plagio lase lenses. This relationship between fabrie strue
Lures of different type and seale, show' that foliation is but one means
of expression of a particular element, the YZ plane, of an orthorhombie
tectonite fabrie and is itself of no uniq uc signifieance. A measurement
of the foliation defines the orientation of only one axis of the fabric
(X axis, normal to foliation), in the same way that a measur'ement of
lineation defines the orientation of the Z axis; foliation and lineation are
complementary struetures, neither being of greater significanee than the
other.
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Fig. 22. Surface parallel to folialion and banding (S, and ') in mixed gneiss showing
lineation (Li) due to alignment of long axes of felspar angen. Eastern peninsuJa of

Veste"'and.

Fig. 23. Agmatite in basic gneiss shawing elongation af basic f['agments (parallel
to hamm 1'). Basic gneiss, eastern peninsula af Vesterland.
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Fig. 24. Strong linear ·tructure (LJ in weakly foliated homogeneous acid gneiss.
I 'land o(T NW poin t of Akinaq.

An orthorhombic fabric comparable with the internal fabric of the
amphibolite is evident in most of the acid gneisses, in which the aniso
tropy is expressed most commonly by elongate mafie lenses, usually
biotite, Ol' quartz-felspar lenses outlined by sheath of biotite (see Plate
1, (a) and (b). 1'he fabric is ]east obvious in very fine grained rocks and
those containing litLIe Ol' no mafic matorial, but even here foliation and
lineation ean usually be seen although tho type of anisotropy giving ri e
to them may be difficult to define. Only in rare cases ean a fabrie be seen
to be defined primarily by mineral orientation, e.g. in some basic gneisses
where there is alignment of acicular amphiboles. 1'he orthorhombic fabric
described, which is typical oI many plutonic rocks ( ee Fu N • 1958, 1967)
is clearJy independent of preferred orientation of constituent minerals
although in practice micas ha ve a subparallel arrangement with respect
to the foliation as defined.

Tt will be useful to review and name the different types of ani otropy
which may give rise to dire lional fa1rics in teetonites, in order Lo sim
plify ]aLer ['efercncc. A Lypieal acid gnciss from Ve terland show a band
ing due to preferred location of mincral species and referr d to a' location
fabric; in addition a mineral fabric is defined by the preferred orientation
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of micas, and finally a shape fabric is defined by the shape and disposition
of mafic aggregates, quartz-felspar aggregates, and similar inhomogenei
ties. The distinction between shape and mineral fabrics, both of which
may define a foliation, is not widely recognised (see TURNER and WEISS,
1963). Although both are present in most tectonites one or the other is
often dominant-the shape fabric in most gneisses and the mineral fabric
in slates and many schists.

In many outcrops of the homogeneous acid gneiss on the islands
south of Vesterland no foliation is found; here the principal feature of
the fabric is the presence of elongated mafic and other aggregates with
equant cross-sections; the fabric thus has axial symmetry rather than
the more usual orthorhombic symmetry and these rocks are conventional
L-tectonites. These rocks cannot be sharply distinguished from neigh
bouring homogeneous gneisses in which slight differences in X and Y
dimensions of the mafic aggregates allowa planar direction to be deter
mined in addition to the much more pronounced linear direction (fig. 24).
The typical shape fabrics of these homogeneous gneisses are not due to
the lack of a location fabric (banding) in these rocks.

The integrated nature of 'foliation' and 'lineation' which is typical
of the Vesterland rocks, and is a necessary consequence of the existence
of a shape fabric, is a common feature of deformed rocks. This has been
repeatedly pointed out by FLINN (1965) who refers to the L-S fabric
system as embracing all the gradations between L- and S-tectonites.
In the terminology adopted for the present account both shape and mi
neral fabrics may be of the L, L-S, or S-type but whereas the symmetry
of the shape fabric is a direct reflection of the deformation pattern,
the symmetry of the mineral fabric i.e. that determined by petrofabric
analysis, is dependent only partially on the deformation pattern and is
affected by the mineral species, presence or absence of shape fabric and
other factors.

The fabric features so far described are those unrelated to planar
inhomogeneities in the rocks; in practice however features related to
planar inhomogeneities are in many exposures the most obvious expres
sions of a directional fabric and these are described below.

(ii) Fabric structures related to concordant planar inhomo
geneities

Augen, similar to the isolated augen described previously, commonly
occur in beaded veins in which each auge is joined to the next by a thin
felspathic stringer (fig. 25), the whole forming a concordant vein i.e. a vein
parallel to SI and S'. A further development of the beaded veins is the
concordant noded pegmatite, probably the most common form of neo-
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Fig. 25. XY section of concol'dan L beaded vein with fclspar au gen . Acid gneiss,
norllt Vesterland.

Fig. 26. Surfaee intermediate bctween X Y and ZX section, showing pinch-and-swell
structure in conCOl'dant neosome veins. Arid gneiss, ~W coast of Vesterland.
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Fig. 27. Concorclant neosome vein in acicl gneiss showing pinch-ancl-swell. ection
intermecliale between Xl' and YZ ,lanes of gnei fabric. ~\V e terlancl.

same vein in the Vesterland area (fig. 16, 27). The two type of yein
described and inLermediate and other similar Lypes wil1 be coJlectively
referred to as concordant pinch-and-swell veins. Some knowledge of the
meLhod of formation of LlLe pinch-and-swell veins is necessary before a
full interpretation ean be made of Lhe fabric they show, buL no genetic
interpretation is necessary to conel ude that Lhey how the same fabric
symmetrv and orientation as do the isolated augen, and ha t rock shape
fabric ..

Concordant and discordant fine-grained apJitie veins withouL pineh
and-swell are striaLed on their dip surfaees, thc sLriaLion heina parallel to
the Z axis of the fabric af the adjacent gnei (fig. 28). Thc triations
are the re ult of a corrugation af the margin of the veins, the amplitude
and wavelength of the corrugaLions being eonsiderably less than the
thickncss of the vein . These strurtUl'es do not aJford a means of deter
mining the ZY plane af the fabric.
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Fig. 28. Linear structure (L" parallel to hammer) re ulting from fine corrugation
an surfaee af fine grainecl concordan t vein in acid gneis .

Other expressions af the L-S fabric in the gneisses and concordant
veins are usually variants, duc to diffcrences in rock type eLc., af Lhe
types described above. In general, the more heterogeneaus the rock the
morc clearlyis a direcLional fabric expl·essed.

Summarising the main features af these rock fabrics, it ean be said
that wiLh rare exeeplions, the orientation of an L-S fabrie may be de
termined in eaeh outcrop; this ubiquity is useful in enabling other less
common structures to be always seen in relation to a standal'd seL af
axes. F l folds for example, have axes parallel to the Z axis, and axial
planes parallel to the ZY plane of the L-S fabrie af adjaeent rocks.

Tn Plate 2Lhe fabric elements which have been described are
l'epeesenLed eonventionally by reference to a plane (foliaLion, 01' YZ plane)
and a lineation (Z axis). This is probably the most eonvenient method
of representation especially where the YZ plane is nearly everywhere
parallel Lo another unrelated, planar structme (gneiss banding) which is
al o to be represented, although description of the YZ plane structure
as a foliation refers onJy to its most common manife tation. An objec-
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Fig. 29. Re-orien tation of banding and carly fabric axes (X', Y' , 7,') with k - 17 and r = 8 (b) and r = 37 (c). Lcngth along Z axes of
(b) and (c) approximately Lwo thirds and one fifth respectively of pris ms corresponding in volu IDe Lo original cube (a). ee also fig. {,S.
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sion to this type of representation is that it does not distinguish between
tituations in which the planar and linear structures are elements of a
single fabric structure as in the present case, and situations in which
foliation and lineation are independent structures. Moreover representa
tion in this way tends to reinforce the concept, believed to be often
mistaken, of the independence of foliation and penetrative lineation.
Finally the validity of such a representation of three fabric axes relies
on these axes being mutually perpendicular and the symmetry ortho
rhombic; although these fabrics are initially orthorhombic they may
become triclinic during later deformation (see fig. 29).

(b) Fabric structures associated with discordant veins

Throughout the area, but most commonly in the acid gneisses,
discordant quartz-felspar veins occur, of various dimensions and grain
size from fine grained stringers a few mm in width to coarse 1 m pegma
tites.

A number of the veins, mostly pegmatites and with attitudes varying
from gently dipping to vertical, show no sign of having been deformed.
Adjacent to the mylonites some gently dipping pegmatites cut F 2 folds
but show undulations which are attributed to the F 3 deformation. The
large majority of discordant veins however, show many signs af having
been deformed, and where conelusive evidence is available the veins pre
date F I folding ; it is possibIe however that some veins were emplaced
between F1 and F 2 fold episodes.

The three features of the discordant veins which provide useful
structural information will be described separately; these are (i) fabric
of the veins in relation to that of the host (ii) orientatian of veins in
relation to fabric of the host (iii) folding of the veins.

(i) Vein fabric

Owing to the scarcity or absence of mafic minerals, foliation is less
evident in the veins than in their host rocks, but the shape fabric defined
by single crystals and aggregates of quartz and of felspar (Plate 1 (c))
is coaxial with that in the host rock.

Many discordant veins are littIe different from concordant neosome
veins, in that for the greater part of their exposed lengths they are
parallel to host rock banding, and are seen to intersect the banding only
where they are folded (see fig. 30). Many such veins showthe same pinch
and-swell structure as the concordant veins, but usually less strongly
developed; others show no pinch-and-swell.
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Fig. 30. l oclinal folding of othel'\\"i~e eoneordan l neosome vein in aeid gneis . );orth
esterland.

Veins \vhich are discordant for thc gl'cater pad of their observed
lengtll do not show pinch-and-swell but a feather' tructure, described
below, which has the same fabric symmetry, with the arne orientation
relative to thc host rock fabric, as do the pinch-and-swell structures.
The fabric orientation of the fcather strucLure i thu independent of
the attitude of the vein in which it occurs; this is in part duc to the
systematically restricted orientation of the veins, described later.

The most obvious element of the 'feather' structure is a sharp
corrugation Ol' folding of thc vein margins, on a ale varying from a
few mm to sevel'al cm (figs. 31, 32); the wavelenath of thesc corl'ugations
is usually les than the width of the veins, except in the case of some nar
row veins « 10 cm). The axes of folds defined by marginal corrugations
lie within the plane of thc vcins; they are also parallel to the linear
structure (Z fabric axis) in adjacent rocks: the last relationship is
possibly only because of the restricted orientaLion of the discordant
veins previously referred to. Axial planes of folds defin d by the marginal
orrugaLions of the veins are parallel to the foliation of the host gneiss

which is undisturbed adjacent to the veins. Thc 'fcathe!" structure of
discordant vcins LllUs sho'v an orthorhombic fabric coaxial with the
fabric of the host gneiss, and the orientation of which i not directly
related Lo the attitude of the discordant vein. The planar element of
the fabric defined by marginal irregularitie of the di cordant veins is
emphasised by its continuity with the hape fabric within the veins.
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Fig. 31. Feathel' str'uctul'e Ol' marginal folding ol discordant vein in acid gneiss.
ote relationship ol vein stl'uctUl'es to banding and foliation oC host gneiss. ·ol'th

coast of Vesterland.

Fig. 32. Folding of discordant pegmatite in acid gneiss. Fold axes parallel to X axis
and axial planes parallel to YZ plane of host rock fabl'ic. Note incl'eased amplitude
of folding where vein intel'sects dal'kel' band in centre. Acid gneisses, south coast ol

VesteJ'!and.
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Fig. 33. Folding of discordant veins in XY seelion of aeie! gneiss (uppee). Veins
on surJace parallel lo folialion i.e. Y7, plane (101Vel') are not folded, and interseetion
with foliation sUl'faee is parallel to Z axis of penetl'ative fabrie (parallel to hammer).
Fold axes ure al o parallel to Z uxis, and axial planes af folds, other thun ptygmatie
folds, are parallel to foliation and YZ plane af penetl'ative fabrie. Oblique jointing
dipping lo right is exfoliation structure eonlrollee! by topogl'aphy..Acid goeiss

soulhCJ'n peninsula of Vesterland. See also fig. 34.

The fabric elements identified in discordant veins are identical with respect
to symmetry and orientation with those of concordant veins, although
expressed in a difTerent way.

(ii) Orientation of discordant veins

The restricted distribution of orientation of discordant veins is
believed to be the most significant single tructural feature of the Vester
land area. The orientation of the veins wiH be discussed relative to that
af the L-S fahric af the host gneis 'es; the conc1usions given regarding
the orientatian af veins have been arrived at not by measurement of
the orientation in space of individual veins, but by observation of distinc-
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Fig. 34. FoliaLion sUI'face shown in foreground of fig. 33. Parallel veins are discordant
and in tcnscly folcled on other ·urfaces.

tive patterns of these veins on outcrop surfaecs at difl'erent angles to
the penetrative fabric of the O'neisses.

On outcrop slll'face normal to the Z axi of thc gneiss fabric i.e.
normal to foliation and linealion, the veins are unequivoeally diseordant
and inter ccL onc another at angles up to 90°: on such surface no y tem
atic orientation of veins is apparent. an outcJ'0P surfare parallel to the
XZ plane of the gneiss fabric i.e. parallel to lincation and normal to
foJiation, no diseordanees ean be scen and the traces of all veins are
parallel to tho e of the fo1iation and bandinO' of thc gnei ses. A similar
re]ationship i vident on surfaces parallel to thc YZ plane of the gneiss
fabric i.e. parallel to foliation and lineation whcre the traces of all veins
are parallel to that of the lineation (sec flg. 38) . .vIany expo ure ean be
seen of vein' showing diseordant relations on XY plan s continIling onto
YZ Ol' XZ plane where they are concordant (f1gs. 33, 34), and everal
e amples ean bc scen of single veins olltcropping on urfae s rcprcscnting
all thT'CC fabric planes. From these ob ervations it is clear that discordant
veins, far from having a random orientation have a systernatic arrange
ment with respect to the fahric axes of their host rocks, and eonsequen tly
to the intern al and marO'inal fabrics 'hown by the veins themsclves.
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Fig. 35. Folding af discordant vein in acid gnei . Folds do not approach ptygmatic
type and have axes par'allel to Z axi and axia! planes parallel to 'ly plane of gneiss

fabric. XOJ'th Vesterland.

Fig. 36. PJ'of1le of folds in diseor'dan t vein in acid gneis es. Fold axe: parallel to
Z axis of host rock fabJ'ic and axioj plane parallel to host rock foliation and YZ
axis except ",here incipient development of ptygmalic folding. North coast af Vester·

land.
'175
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Fig. 37. Folding of large discordant pegmatile in acid gneiss. Almo t con tant thi k
ne s af vein, internal trueture nOI'mal lo vein mar'gins, and deOection af adjacent
concordant vein' 'ho\\' incipient devclopment of ptygmatic fold, but axial planes
still almost parall l lo host rock foliation although difficull to denne precisely due
to alma t con tant vcin lhickness. Axe: of folds parallel to Z axis af ha t rock.

Korth Vcslel'!ancl.

This arrangement an be describedin a variety of ways but perhap most
concisely by saying that, at any one place, all discordanl vein' have a
common line of intersection, this line corresponding to the Z axis, Ol'
lineation, of the hOSl rock fabric. Owing to the F 3 foldina, lines of in ter
secLion calculated from orientations of veins measured at different locali
ties would not be the same. DescI'iption of the orientation of veins relative
to the gneiss fabric rather than geographical directions i.e. by strike and
dip measurement, thus avoids severe complicatioJ1s due to F 3 folding
and does not anticipate later conclusions, regarding the genetic relation
ship between the Z axis of the gneiss fabric and the Jine of intersection
of discordant veins.

AJthough concordant and discordan l veins ha ve been described
separately it i clear lhal both types conform to the ame pattern wiLh
regal'd both to the fabric of individual veins and lhc fabric shown by
vein orientation, and further reference to vein \ViU include both type.

In the forcaoing descripLions of the fabric and folding of di cordant
veins, reference has been made to the ou tcrop pattern of veins on outcrop
surfaces parallel to the three ymmelrv planes of the host rock fabric.



Fig. 38. Bloek diagrams howing forms and mll tual orien laLion' of yarious fabrie
'lruclures in aeid and mixed gnei es. l.... pper diagram 'how' penetrative fabric
slrueture and (inset lower righ t) fa bries of deforrned agmatile' in ba ie gneiss unit,
and L-tectonite fabric of homogencous aeid gnei ses. Lowe,' diacrram show' orientation
and l'olding ol' normal di eordant vein (biaek), ptygmatieally folded diseordant vein
(dolted, lower left) and orientation and folding ol' anomalous vein (dotted) normal

lo Z axis. Kot to scale; age relation shown not signifieant.
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Most exposure surfaces do not of course correspond to any one of these
planes but are surfaces intersecting either two or often all three planes.
As most vein exposures include at least two, and usually several surfaces,
the three-dimensional pattern is usually clear. As exposure surfaces
parallel to the Z (lineation) axis of the fabric i.e. those which do not
contain an element of the XY plane, form only a small proportion of the
whole, some degree of discordance is usuallY seen between discordant
veins and the foliation and banding of the host rock.

Two discordant veins were seen which do not conform to the pattern
described which was established from observations on several hundred
veins. The two exceptional veins are alike although occurring at widely
separated localities: both veins are oriented parallel to the ZY plane of
the host rock fabric i.e. at 90° to all other veins, and are folded in the
same style as other discordant veins (see fig. 38 b). The axes of the folds
are parallel to the Y axis of the host rock fabric, the axial planes of the
folds being parallel to the host rock banding and foliation, as is the case
with other folded discordant veins (see below).

(Hi) Folding of discordant veins

Folds affect at least half the discordant veins examined; partly
because of the restricted range of orientation of the veins the folding
pattern is a relatively simple one. All fold axes determined are parallel
to the Z (lineation) direction of the host rock fabric, and axial planes
are parallel to the YZ (foliation) plane of the host rock fabric, irrespective
of the orientation of the vein (see figs. 32, 35, 36).

A small proportion of the discordant veins are ptygmatically folded,
these folds conforming to the same pattern as other folds with respect
to axial direction, but having divergent axial planes: in addition, the
host rock foliation and banding is disturbed in the vicinity of ptygmatic
folds (see fig. 38 b). As there is a gradation (see fig. 37) between clearly
ptygmatic folds and clearly non-ptygmatic folds it is necessary to make
an arbitrary distinction between the two types on the basis of a single
feature; the term ptygmatic is applied only to those folds adjacent to
which the host rock fabric is clearly disturbed.



SECTION IV

INTERPRETATION OF ROCK FABRICS IN TERMS

OF THREE-DIMENSIONAL HOMOGENEOUS

DEFORMATION

The fabric of the rocks is taken to include all those features de
scribed in Section III. It is believed that the fabric described is consistent
with the gneisses having undergone an intense three-dimensional homo
geneous deformation subsequent to emplacement of the discordant veins.
The geometrical aspects of this deformation will be considered first, and
the timing of it discussed later.

(a) Theory and definition of terms

An analysis of several aspects of three-dimensional finite homogeneous
strain has been given by FLINN (1962). This analysis is in two parts,
in the first of which is described the re-orientation of passive planes and
lines in a host subjected to homogeneous strain with varying deformation
paths and amounts of strain: this description is regarded as non-contro
versial and used in interpretation of the Vesterland rocks. In the second
part of the paper cited it is pointed out that departures from conditions
of homogeneous strain are necessary for the formation of structures such
as folds. FLINN (op. cit.) has put forward a model for the development
of folds in rocks, appropriate to one particular type of departure from
homogeneous conditions, in which buckling of competent layers is an
essential element in fold development. This mechanism seems not to have
operated in the development of folds of the Vesterland area (see below).

Three-dimensional homogeneous deformation can conveniently be
represented by the deformation ellipsoid, that is the ellipsoid derived
by deformation of an originally spherical portion of the rock being defor
med (FLINN, 1962). The shapes of ellipsoids are conveniently compared
by reference to the deformation plot described by FLINN (op. cit.); fig.39
shows a deformation plot slightly modified to suit the purpose of this
account.
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Fig. 39. Deformation plot 'howing relationship between axial ratios, a and b, of
deformation ellipsoids, deformation paths (k), and deformation arnount (r). Approxi
mate deformation path (17) fol' Vesterland acid gneisses shown by brokeo line.

(For k = 60 I'ead k = 00). Modified from FLIN:'I, 1962, fil>. t.

,'vlajor axes of deformation ellipsoids are designated Z > Y > ,and
Z y

the ratios a = y and b = - are sufficient to define each ellipsoid. All

a a
oblate ellipsoids have j)< 1, prolatc cllipsoid j) > 1, and with eIlipsoid

in whieh the intermediate axis is equal to the diameter of the original
a

sphere b = 1. Eaeh point on the deformation plot (fig. 39) represent



VI Homogeneous deformation of gneisses 55

a possibIe ellipsoid which ean be defined by reference to the a and b
values. In practice it is convenient to define each ellipsoid by reference
to two expressions each of which represents an important and indepen
dent element of the ellipsoid; these elements are (i) the type of departura
from sphericity i.e. whether oblate or prolate and to what degree, and
(ii) the amount of departure from sphericity i.e. a measure of the amount
of deformation.

The type of departure from sphericity ean be expressed by reference
to the deformation path (k), named and defined by FLINN (op. cit.) as

a-1 X (Z- Y)
k = b _ 1 = Y (Y _ X)' see fig. 39. Oblate ellipsoids, produced by flatte-

ning-type deformation have values of k from O -+ 1; prolate ellipsoids
produced by stretching or constriction type deformation have k values
from 1-+=.

The amount of deformation ean be defined by r where r = (a +b -1),
see fig. 39. Increasing values of r represent increasing amounts of deforma
tion, irrespective of deformation path, and all ellipsoids with the same
value of r have undergone comparable amounts of deformation.

The parameters k and r are sufficient to define any ellipsoid and are
used here only for descriptive purposes. In certain circumstances they
mayaIso have a further significance : if during progressive deformation
the k value of successive ellipsoids remains constant i.e. the deformation
path is straight, the k value of the final ellipsoid will actually represent
the path of the progressive deformation. It is likely however that in most
geological situations deformation paths will not be straight and the term
deformation path for the parameter k may be misleading. Deformation
type may eventually be found to be a less controversial term for k than
deformation path, but the latter is retained in this account. Geological
situations ean also be envisaged in which adjacent rocks have similar r
values rather than similar k values, but no discussion of this possibility
is necessary here.

As described by FLINN (1962), randomly oriented planes are re
oriented during homogeneous deformation of the host and a preferred
orientation developed; the character of the preferred orientation is deter
mined by the deformation path (k) and the degree of preferred orientation
developed determined by the amount of deformation (r). The various
patterns of preferred orientation expected with different deformation
paths are shown in fig. 40 for a moderate amount of deformation.
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Fig. 4.0. Re-orienlation, and developmenl of preferred ol'ienlalion of planes in ol'iginal cube (i) b,v homogeneou"
deformation witll (ii) k = 1, r = S; (iii) k = 00 (constriclion Ol' strctching type deformalion), 1'= 8; (iv) k = O

(nattening t 'pe deformation), 1'= 8.
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(b) Application to penetrative and vein orientation fabrics
in acid and mixed gneisses

(i) Vein orientation

The pattern of preferred orientation of the diseordant veins in the
Vesterland gneisses is eonsistent with, although not neeessarily the result
of, re-orientation of randomly oriented veins by intense deformation with
k = ex; i.e. eonstrietion type deformation. The significant features of the
preferred orientation are (i) with the rare exeeptions noted, all veins are
parallel to the Z axis of the host fabrie, and (ii) no preferred orientation
of veins was deteeted in the XY plane of the host fabric.

If the observed pattern is indeed the result of re-orientation by
k = ex; deformation of initially randomly oriented planes, an estimate ean
be made of the minimum amount of deformation (r) by which this eould
have been achieved. In making such an estimate eertain limitations of
field data must be allowed for; deseription of the orientation of all veins
as parallel to the fabric Z axis must be viewed in the eontext of the
actual field outcrops where parallel and straight are relative rather than
absolute terms. It will be assumed that in the XZ and YZ planes, out
erops of diseordant veins are within 10° af the Z direetion rather than
parallel to it i.e. intersections of all veins fall within a 20° cone about the
Z axis: furthermore that none of the observed planes was originally at
an angle of more than 80° to the Z axis i.e. no plane has been re-oriented
through an angle of more than 70°. With these limitations it is possibIe
to estimate a minimum r necessary to obtain the present distribution,
either by using the equations given by FLINN (1962) or more simply,
by graphical methods (see fig. 42). The minimum r obtained in this way
is about 35 i.e. a stretching of about 11 x along the Z axis of the deforma
tion ellipsoid (for k = ex).

Unfortunately no independent evidenee is available with whieh to
check the aceuraey of the r value estimated as a minimum value. Of
the assumptions made only two are likely, if invalid, to eause the estimate
to be af the wrong order: these assumptions are (i) that the veins behaved
as passive planes during deformation of the host rock and (ii) that the
veins did not have a preferred orientation prior to deformation.

In relation to assumption (i) it is important to note that boudinage
and other indications of gross eompeteney differences between veins and
host rock do not occur; a feature important in relation to the folding
of diseordant veins. The requirement for the passive behaviour of veins
during deformation, is that their rheological properties did not differ
significantly from those of their host rocks. Apart from their compositio
nal similarities, the best evidence for this is the undisturbed fabric pattern
of host rocks adjaeent to the veins, and the fabrie pattern common to
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Fig. ~2. (a) and (c). Illustration of amounl of deformation required for 70° rotation
of line of intersection of vein with any surface.

(b) and (d) efTect of same amount of deformation on originalJy non·directional pattern.

both vein and host. Some departure from the ideal is shown by pinch
and-swell truetures in concordant veins, a subdued reflection of which
is shown by the undulations of the host rock fabric; important departu
res from the ideal are found however only in the relatively few veins
which are ptygmatically folded.

The attitude of the veins prior to deformation is the most important
unknown factor'. pplieation of the present method doe not require that
the veins had ol'iginally a statistieally random orientation but that some
wer'e originally at an angle of at least 80° to the present Z axis. The critical
feature of present vein distribution is their common intcrsection parallel
to the fabrie Z axis: the common intcrsecLion couJd conceivably be an
original feature of vein distribution although, in the writer's experience,
uncharactcristic of undeformed acid veins in pluto nic rocks. A common
vertical intcrsection is frequently found with several generations of basic
dykes but the combination of special conditions which result in this
arrangement of basic dykes is unlikely to be reproduced in the emplace
ment of migmatitic vein under plutonic conditions. If the veins origin·
ally had a common intersection, the coincidence of this intersection with
the Z axis of tho host rock fabric, if not accidental, must be the result
of re-orientation of the line of intersection from its original direction
through an unknown angle inLo parallelism with the Z axis.

Explanations which ean be advaneed to aeeount fol' the occurrenee
of the anomalous discordant veins describcd previously (page 52), l'emain
spcculative. The anomalous veins are parallel to the Y plane of the
upposed strain ellipsoid; any vcin parallel to this plane prior to defol'ma-



60 JUAN WATTERSON VI

tion would not be re-oriented during deformation but would remain
parallel to the XY plane throughout the deformation, regardless of the
type or amount of homogeneous deformation. Although the jaltenspiegel
of these veins has this special orientation, individuallimbs in folded parts
of the veins do not, and with the deformation envisaged would tend to
become re-oriented into parallelism with the YZ plane of the host fabric.
Reconciliation of the supposed deformation with the form and orienta
tion of these veins would require that the folding or differential deforma
tion of the veins did not take place until the homogeneous deformation
was well advanced. Alternatively, the two veins in question may have
been emplaced later than other veins, post-dating most of the deforma
tion: although neither veins is cut by another deformed vein, substantia
tion of this proposal would require further observations.

With r = 35, veins which prior to deformation were at an angle of
only a few degrees to the XY plane would also be expected not to con
form to the pattern described, having been re-oriented insufficiently to
appear parallel to the Z axis: no veins of this type were seen in Vesterland.

(ii) Penetrative fabrics

The fabric defined by vein orientation can be referred to as a non
penetrative fabric in contrast to the penetrative fabric structures which
have also been described. An interpretation has been put forward based
entirely on observations of the non-penetrative fabric; the adequacy of
this interpretation in accounting for the penetrative fabric features is
examined below.

An important difference between the penetrative and non-penetra
tive fabrics is that whereas the former has usually an orthorhombic
symmetry, the latter appeared to have an axial symmetry i.e. no pre
ferred orientation of veins was distinguished on surfaces parallel to the
XY plane of the strain ellipsoid, and it was therefore assumed that
y
- (= b) = 1 and consequently k = DC.
X

If the assumption k = DC were correct, the penetrative fabric of the
gneisses would everywhere be expected to be similar to that of those
homogeneous gneisses in which there is an intense penetrative lineation,
but no foliation. As this is not so it is evident that, except in the homo
geneous gneisses referred to, b> 1 and k< DC. There is no means of cal
culating the values of b and k from the available information, but the
following points can be taken into consideration in making an estimate.

(i) Only small differences are seen between X and Y dimensions of the
basic patches in deformed agmatites, and the same is true of isolated
augen.
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Fig. lt3. lllu tration of present estimatcd shape (i) of original cube (iii of VesteJoJand
acid gnci s (k ~ li). :\Iso shown (iii) is efTe 't of same arnOllnt of deformation (r = 3i)

wHh clCC1ree of Oaltening (k = lili) comparabJe lo that of . tretching in (i).

(il)

(iii)

The linear fabl'ie element is always morc intensely developed than
the plan31' element (see Plate I, (a) and (b)), which in some places
i.e. part of the homogeneolls aeid gneiss, is not developed at all.

y
The - ratio of the deformation ellipsoid is not large enollgh to have

X
eau ed an ohviou prcferred orientation of vein' on the XY plane.

y
A X ratio of about 3 would be sufficient to account fOl' the observed

feature; this figure ean only be a rough guide, not least hecause it is
known that the ratio must vary from place to place. Values of 35 and 3
fol' a and b respe tively \Vou Id correspond to k = 17, and r = 37. Fig.
43 (i) show the pr; m produced by k = 17, r = 37, deformation of an
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original cube, and for comparison the prism resulting from a similar
amount of deformation (r = 37) but 'flattened' to the same extent as
43 (i) is stretched, i.e. k = 1/17. The migration of passive planes expected
with the deformation envisaged for the Vesterland rocks is shown in
fig. 41, although the veins described would not have passed through
stages represented by fig. 41 (ii)-(v) unless the deformation path were
straight.

No attempt will be made here to discuss the various mechanisms
by which the penetrative fabric structures have been formed, as their
significance at this stage lies in their symmetry and orientation. Their
significance i.e. relationship to the deformation ellipsoid, mayeither be
inferred from their symmetry (in the sense defined by FLINN, 1965), or
by comparison with similar structures elsewhere which occur in associa
tion with structures which have an unambiguous relationship to the strain
ellipsoid e.g. deformed pebbles etc., or as in the present case by reference
to the strain pattern defined by the non-penetrative fabric. The relation
ship between penetrative fabric structures in Vesterland and the strain
ellipsoid is the same as that which has been suggested elsewhere (FUNN

1965, WATTERSON 1965) for irrotational homogeneous deformation i.e.
foliation parallel to the YZ plane and linear structure parallel to the Z
axis of the strain ellipsoid: the relationships are somewhat different with
rotational homogeneous strain (WATTERSON, 1968) and possibly too in
different geological environments (ROBERTS, 1966). If these conc1usions
are correct the regularity of the penetrative fabric is a measure of the
homogeneity of strain with respect to orientation of principal axes; homo
geneity of strain with respect to deformation path and amount of deforma
tion must be examined by other methods.

It seems likely that the structure defined as shape fabric, manifested
by foliation and lineation, is formed by a simple change of shape of
original small scale inhomogeneities. The orientation of the mineral
fabric is consistent with the widely held view that micas and similar
minerals tend to lie within a plane normal to the maximum principal
stress axis, although it is unlikely that such a mineral fabric could persist
in a deforming rock unless the minerals also have a special orientation
with respect to the strain pattern of the deformation. The origin of pinch
and-swell structure cannot be discussed except in the context of a com
prehensive modelof the relationship between stress and strain in de
forming rock, which is discussed elsewhere (in preparation). It may be
noted however, that the interpretation put forward shows some pinch
and-swell veins to have undergone shortening rather than stretching.
Origin of the feather structures of discordant veins is best considered
together with the folding of these and similar veins which will be con
sidered elsewhere (in preparation).
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(c) Application to other fabric structures

No account has so far been taken of the relationship between the
homogeneous deformation and three of the structures described in an
earlier section, namely gneiss banding, and F 1 and F 2 folds.

(i) Gneiss banding

Except in observed or inferred F 1 fold c10sures the gneiss banding
is parallel to the dominant (SI) foliation which is regarded as being
parallel to the YZ plane of the deformation ellipsoid of the homogeneous
deformation. Folding of the banding (S') by F 1 folds shows the banding
to be earlier than the F1 foliation and hence earlier than homogeneous
deformation; this is also shown by the discordant veins which post-date
the banding and are deformed by the homogeneous deformation. The
widespread conformity between banding and the plane containing the
y and Z axes of the later deformation is unlikely to be an original feature
but a consequence of the deformation.

Fig. 29 illustrated the way in which the conformity of banding and
foliation may have come about. There is no way of determining the
original attitude of the banding relative to the deformation ellipsoid of

y
the principal deformation, the only limitation being that as the X ratio

of deformation fabric is known to be small (estimated b = 3), the original
intersection of banding and XY plane must have been nearly parallel
to the Y direction.

If an orthorhombic deformation fahric was present prior to the homo
geneous deformation described, as is suggested by an early foliation in
F l fold closures in basic gneisses this too, unless coaxial, would have
been deformed, becoming tric1inic and eventually destroyed as the ori
ginaIly perpendicular fabric axes became more nearly parallel to one
another, as shown in figs. 29 and 45. Individual elements of the early
fabric would either be destroyed or become re-oriented so as to become
parallel to and indistinguishable from those developed during the later
deformation (fig. 44). It is evident that little useful information can be
obtained, by present methods, about earlier fabrics; even the banding
now seen must have been considerably modified and become more sharply
defined by the later deformation. Conformity of banding and foliation
is of course a common relationship in areas in which isoclinal folds occur,
as they do in Vesterland. It is emphasised however that the banding
foliation conformity is not regarded as the result of an isoc1inal folding,
but that the isoclinal nature of the folds and the banding-foliation con
formity are independent phenomena resulting from homogeneous defor
mation.
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Fig. 44. Boudine rernnant or ba'i layer in mixed gnei , probabl . disrupted prior'
to F L deformation, now with long axes parallel to Li (pal'allel to hammer) and inter

mediate axis parallel to foliaLion. Mixed gneiss, eastern peninsula of Vesterland.

(ii) F1 and F2 folds

The time durina which the principal homogeneous deformation took
place is thought to include that during which both F I and F 2 folds were
formed, although it is not suggested that deformation was necessarily
continuous.

The relationship of F I and F 2 folding to the homogeneous deforma
tion cannot be adequately defined"vithout referen e to the mechanism
of formation Ol' initiation af the folds. If the folds oriainated by buckJing
af competent layer and thc initial aUitudes ofaxes and axial planes
were not directly ('elated to the principal axes af the strain ellipsoid
(Fu:'i':'i', 1962), the differences between fold relation hips in the acid,
mixed and basic gneisses could be explained in the following relatively
simple way. Deformation ub equent to initiation af the F I folds wa ,
in all rock types, sufficient to re-orient F I axial planes into parallelism
with the ZY plane of the strain ellip oid, and to re-orient PI axes into
parallelism with the Z axis. Subsequent to the initiation of F 2 folds, the
amount of deformation in the incompetent acid gneisses was sufficient
for F 2 axial planes to be re-oriented parallel to the YZ plane and F 2

fold axes re-oriented paraBel to the Z axis of the strain ellipsoid; in the
more competent mixed gneisses the amount af deformation sub equent
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to the initiation of F 2 folds was sufficient to re-orient the axes but only
to incompletely re-orient the axial planes of these folds; in the competent
basic gneisses the amount of homogeneous deformation subsequent to
the initiation of F 2 folds was insufficient to re-orient either the axes or
axial planes of F 2 folds to what might be regarded as their stable atti
tudes i.e. parallel respectively to the Z axis and YZ plane of the deforma
tion ellipsoid.

There is however reason to believe that in Vesterland (see page 66)
and elsewhere, the buckling hypothesis of fold generation is untenable,
and that folds are more usually generated with axial planes initially
parallel to the YZ plane of the strain ellipsoid, with axes parallel to
the intersection of this plane with the plane defining the folds. With
this hypothesis the different relationships of F 2 in the acid, mixed, and
basic gneisses would require different orientations of the strain ellipsoid
at the time of formation of F 1 and F 2 folds. In these circumstances a
detailed explanation of the attitudes of F 2 folds relative to F 1 folds and
the gneiss fabric would require a greater knowledge of the stage by stage
development of the present strain pattern than is available ; nevertheless
the requirement would still exist for significant differences in the amount
of homogeneous deformation in the different gneiss types and this is
regarded as a critical factor controlling the observed relationships. A
further complication is introduced by the probability that rocks of differ
ent competence may have different deformation paths, incompetent rocks
having a tendency to higher k values i.e. more prolate deformation ellip
soids, than adjacent competent rocks. AIthough differences in deformation
paths of acid and homogeneous acid gneisses are indicated (page 39), lack
of quantitative information about deformation paths in Vesterland pre
cludes further discussion.

(d) Folding of discordant veins

The folds of discordant veins in acid gneisses afford some evidence
regarding the generation of folds in plutonic rocks. These folds will be
discussed briefly in the light of those theories of fold generation requiring
buckling of competent layers, the most comprehensive of which has been
described by FLINN (1962).

Tangential compression causing buckling of competent layers in a
less competent host has been suggested as the mechanism by which folds
are initiated (RAMBERG, 1959; BlOT, 1961; FLINN, 1962). These competent
layers must be suitably oriented within the shortened segments of the
strain ellipsoid of the host; similar layers aligned within lengthened seg
ments of the ellipsoid will become boudine. The axes of folds generated

175 5
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in this way will depend on the orientation of the layers relative to the
principal axes of the strain ellipsoid and on the deformation path. Axial
planes of these folds will initially be at right angles to the layers (RAM
BERG, 1959; McBIRNEY and BEST, 1961) and, like the fold axes, will
have no direct relationship to principal axes of the strain ellipsoid. The
preferred orientation ofaxes and axial planes, commonly observed in
plutonic rocks, is with this hypothesis ascribed to re-orientation during
progressive deformation in a manner similar to that proposed for the
discordant veins in Vesterland (FLINN, 1962). Progressive deformation
mayaIso result in the development of tight similar type folds from open
buckling folds, without any further buckling (op. cit.).

The folds developed in the veins of Vesterland, as shown in figs. 33
and 38 are consistent in many respects with the hypothesis summarised
above. Folds are seen to have developed in layers suitably oriented to
have undergone tangential compression ; because of the constriction type
deformation this is true of all veins whether concordant or not. Fold
axes are aligned parallel to the Z axis of the deformation ellipsoid as
would be anticipated with k = 17 and r = 37, as estimated. In addition
however, axial planes are aligned parallel to the YZ plane of the fabric;
although a tendency toward this arrangement would be anticipated with
any deformation with k < =, the high degree of preferred orientation of
axial planes is not consistent with the estimated deformation path of 17.
The discussion of re-orientation of veins, in an earlier section, indicated
the amount of deformation necessary for randomly oriented lines on a
plane to become effectively parallel to the stretching axis within that
plane. In the rocks under discussion, the relevant plane (normal to fold
axes) is the XY plane, with Y the relative stretching axis. It has been

suggested that the ~ ratio of the deformation ellipsoid of these rocks is

about 3, rather than the 35 or so which would be necessary for align
ment of traces ofaxial planes on the XY plane, if the axial plane traces
had originally been randomly oriented on this plane, as would be ex
pected from the vein orientation.

That the required ~ value is different from the estimated one could

of course be because the estimate is wrong. However if the ~ ratio in

the deformation ellipsoid of these rocks was sufficiently high for the
axial planes of folds to have been re-oriented into parallelism with the
YZ plane, the same deformation would have had a similar effect on the
orientation of discordant veins. The deformation ellipsoid would approach
oblate rather than prolate form. As this clearly has not been the case
it is safe to conclude that axial planes of folds of discordant veins have
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not been re-oriented into parallelism with the YZ plane of the deformation
ellipsoid, but were parallel to this plane, or nearly so, at the time of
formation of the folds. As a rule of general application it is suggested
that unless discordant veins initially have a special orientation relative
to the deformation ellipsoid, the axial planes of folds in the veins initiated
by buckling, will show a similar degree of discordance to foliation (YZ
plane) as do the veins themselves. A further objection to a buckling
hypothesis is that it allows folds to be initiated only in layers or veins
more competent than their host, whereas many folded discordant veins
in Vesterland are clearly less competent than their host rocks.

It is conc1uded therefore that the folds of discordant veins did not
originate by buekling of the veins, and that axial planes of these folds
were initially parallel, or nearly so, to the YZ plane of the deformation
ellipsoid and to the host rock foliation.

A further example of the apparent inadequacy of buckling mechan
isms to account for observed fold relationships has been described previ
ously (WATTERSON, 1968): further examples and a possibIe alternative
mechanism of fold generation will be given elsewhere.

(e) Conc1usions

The only conc1usions drawn here are generalones deriving from
the demonstration that an area of common-place basement gneisses has
(i) been deformed in a manner which ean be represented as a three
dimensional finite homogeneous strain, and (ii) that the minimum amount
of deformation (r) is in the region af 35. Conc1usions regarding generation
of folds, factors controlling deformation paths, and other problems will
be incorporated in an account of the deformation of the Ilordleq area
(in preparation).

In drawing conc1usions it is assumed that the estimate r = ca. 35
for acid gneisses in Vesterland is correct insofar as the figure is of the
right order, and furthermore that basement rocks of the shield areas
commonly have undergone a comparable amount of deformation. The
writer's observations in the Ilordleq area (WATTERSON, 1965) and preli
minary observations elsewhere lend support to the second assumption,
as does the circumstantial evidence afforded by the widespread occurrence
of features which are thought to be the result of such intense deformation.

One of the characteristic features of gneissose rocks is the prevalence
of a banded or streaky structure which is frequently shown on a variety
of scales from 1 mm to 1 m or more, often within the same rock. In the
writer's view it is this characteristic more than any other which distin
guishes rocks af the crystalline basement complexes from the other

5*
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plutonic (metamorphic) rocks. This is reflected in the common use of
terms such as banded gneiss, lit-par-lit gneiss, streaky gneiss etc. This
characteristic can be seen as the inevitable result of intense deformation
of the type demonstrated in Vesterland ; with deformation in which
r > 20 any original inhomogeneity of whatever shape or pattern is likely
to give rise to a banding or streakiness; any previous planar structure
may be re-oriented into parallelism with the new banding. The result
is a tendency to a textural homogenisation of the original rock and the
production of deceptively simple regularly banded gnesisses from hetero
geneous and perhaps intricately folded schists and migmatites, purely
as aresult of deformation. Banded mylonites provide another example
of such homogenisation. Agmatitic gneisses in which directional fabrics
are absent or only weakly developed are characteristic of the more com
petent basic gneiss horizons in which the amount of deformation is less
than in the more widespread acid gneisses.

Homogenisation in a petrological sense is accompanied by a similar
degree of structural homogenisation in which variously oriented axes and
axial planes of successive fold episodes tend to become parallel and
effectively indistinguishable (see fig. 41), as in the case of F l and F2

minor folds in some of the mixed and acid gneisses of Vesterland. In such
circumstances measurement or calculation of directions of earlier fold
phases have only limited validity, especiaIly if applied to regional re
constructions. Regional interpretations based on correlations of sequences
of progressively more open folds must take into account the secondary
nature of observed fold morphologies (see FLINN, 1967): an almost in
evitable result of intense homogeneous deformation in areas of repeated
folding, is that early folds will be tighter than later folds although they
may not originally have been so. A more profitable line of enquiry might
be definition of the change of shape, in terms of k and r, with less em
phasis on the successive stages by which the deformation took place.
In the Vesterland area however deformation has been so extreme sub
sequent. to emplacement of the discordant veins (post S', pre SI) that
littIe is known of the deformation prior to emplacement of these veins.
The difficulties of obtaining useful information about this early deformati
on are illustrated in fig. 29, which shows a possibIe orientation of banding
and early deformation fabric axes (X', Y ' , Z/) prior to the deformation
described, and the re-orientation of both banding and axes during de
formation with k = 17. The early fabric axes lose their original ortho
rhombic symmetry and become tric1inic with all three axes tending to
become parallel (see fig. 45): a fabric deformed in this way would be
very difficult to recognise.

A characteristic of many crystalline gneisses, such as those of
Vesterland, is the absence or weak development ofaxial plane structures
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Fig. ~5. Equal area stereographic projection showing re-orientation of early fabric
axes (see fig. 29) from original attitudes, X', Y', and Z', to those attained after homo
geneous deformation with k = 17, r = 25 (solid circles). Intermediate positions (open

circles) correspond to orientations with r = ~, r = 8, r = 16 respectively.

in minor folds e.g. fig. 8 and 9, in spite of the intense directional fabrics
which otherwise characterise these rocks. This is partly due to the relative
importance in these rocks of mineral fabrics and shape fabrics. A structure
defined primarily by a mineral fabric ean be destroyed and replaced by
a new one relatively easily-by recrystallisation. Shape fabrics on the
other hand, which are dominant in crystalline gneisses, eannot be de
stroyed or created simply by recrystallisation, but must either be re
oriented into parallelism with a new structure, or alternatively be strongly
deformed and destroyed before a new axial plane shape fabric ean
develop (see fig. 46). Whereas two or more planar structures may be
identified in same rocks where they are defined by a mineral fabric, only
one shape fabric is possibIe at any ti.me. The axial plane fabrics of many
F 2 minor folds in Vesterland are ,tnineral fabrics and appear insignificant
relative to the earlier shape fabrib which they intersect in fold closures.

The 'cumulative' effect on fabric elements of homogeneous deforma
tion must also be taken into account. Fabric elements of early phases
of deformation appear not to be disrupted during later deformation but
re-oriented so as to be indistinguishable from fabric elements generated
by later deformation. In isoclinal folds for example, only in the actual
elosure will new axial planar structures intersect the folded planar struc-
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r=13

Fig. lt6. Development ofaxial plane structure defined by shape fabric, in tigh t fold
initiated (b) by small amounL of difierential deformation; k = 1.
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ture; elsewhere the two planar structures coincide and reinforce one
another (see fig. 46).

Even where several successive phases of deformation have difIerent
principal strain directions, the efIects of the successive phases will tend
to be cumulative, and the fabric elements of later deformations are likely
to appear more intense than those of earlier deformations. In such
circumstances the chronological classification of fabric structures may be
difficult; the structure in Vesterland defined as LI almost certainly con
tains elements which pre-date F I , and has also been modified by F 2

deformation. Even in incompletely mylonitised rocks affected by F 3

deformation, elongate aggregates which define the 'LI' structure are
parallel to an F 3 stretching direction and presumably modified by F 3

deformation. Such structures cannot be ascribed to one particular phase
of deformation but represent the cumulative effects of probably several
deformations. Not only individual shape fabric elements but also the total
strain pattern, as defined by k and r, must be regarded as the resultant
of succesive strains of unknown k and r, rather than the product of a
single episode of deformation.

From the above considerations it may be concluded that the apparent
structural simplicity of many areas of basement rocks is, paradoxically,
aresult of the intense deformation which they have undergone. On the
other hand the structural complexity of many areas of superstrueture
in which several phases of folding maintain distinctive individual trends,
shows the amount of deformation to have been small compared with
that of the hasement rocks.

High r values are also likely to result in deceptively simple strati
graphic relationships in basement rocks. Elucidation of stratigraphy or
chronology of gneissic terrains is almost entirely dependent on the recog
nition of discordances of one type or another, principally stratigraphic
unconformities and intrusive dykes. Such discordances are likely to be
destroyed by the type and amount of deformation described in this
account (WATTE RSON, 1965) even without the assistance of migmatisation
and other chemical processes.

Perhaps the most useful application of the methods described would
be the approximate determination of deformation paths, amounts of de
formation, and axial directions over large areas of infrastrpctural rocks.
This information, more than any other perhaps, would assist in defining
what happens to a segment of the crust during a period of plutonic
activity.
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Plate 1

(al Surfaee of aeid gneiss parallel to fabrie XY plane.
(bl Same specimen of aeid gneiss as (a), showing surfaee parallel to fabrie YZ plane.
(el Diseordant vein in aeid gneiss showing internal vein fabrie eoaxial with host fa-

brie. Surfaee parallel to XY plane of fabrie.
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