
Tetinia (Trilabita) from the late
Silurian af western North
Greenland
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A late Silurian trilobite, Tetinia sp., is described from the Wulff
Land Formation of the Peary Land Group in western North
Greenland. The record is the first in Greenland of a genus
otherwise only known from Czechoslovakia, Gotland, Podolia
and Britain.
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Among an extensive collection of graptolites recovered by J. C. Escher and P.-H. Larsen
during fieldwork (1984-1985) in the Peary Land Group in western North Greenland (Hurst
& Surlyk, 1982; Larsen & Escher, 1985), two small trilobite elements - a cranidium and py­
gidium - were found on the same small slab. The slab was from a section in the Wulff Land
Formation in Permin Land (fig. 1). Both elements are proetid in character and of a similar
size, so that although they probably do not belong to the same individual (the pygidium is
rather toa small to belong to the cranidium) they do probably belong to the same species.

The trilobite, considered below to belong to Tetinia sp. (fig. 2) occurred in a 25 m black
shale interval together with the graptolite Bohemograptus bohemicus, indicating a Ludlow
(iate Silurian) age. Saetograptus fritschi linearis was collected just above this interval, prob­
ably indicating a basal Ludfordian (iate Ludlow) age.

Systematic description

Family Proetidae Salter, 1864
Subfamily Warburgellinae Owens, 1973

Genus Tetinia Chlupac, 1971

Type species. By original designation of Chlupåc (1971), Prantlia minuta Pnbyl & Vanek, 1962 from the
Pridolf of Czechoslovakia; the type species also occurs in the top of the Pridolf in Podolia, U .S.S.R. (R.
M. Owens, personal communication, 1986).

Diagnosis. See Snajdr (1980, p. 176).

Figured material. MGUH 17.449 and MGUH 17.450 from GGU sample 319211.
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Fig. 1. Map showing sample locality for the late Silurian trilobite Tetinia sp. in western North Green­
land.

Tetinia Sp.
Fig. 2

Diseussion. The genus is known onIy from two described species - the type species and T.
ludlowensis (AIberti, 1967; see Owens 1973, p. 72, pI. 14, figs 14-18, pI. 15, figs 1, 2) from
the Ludfordian (late LudIow) of the WeIsh Borderland, U.K. and at a similar horizon in
Gotland, Sweden.
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Fig. 2. Terinia sp. t Wulff Land Forma­

tion, Permin Land. GGU silmple

319211. latex il11pressions. x 4. A,

MGUlI 17.449. cranidlull1. ~. MGUH

17.450. pygidilllll.

The sm,dl amount af material does not allow formal naming ahhough the cranidium af the

Greenland form is c1carly Jiffcrent from those af the other two species. From the type spe­
cies. lhe Grecntand m3terial differs in having a reJatively sbortcr and more anteriorly
rounded glabella, wider preglabcllar field and narrower anterior border (sag.). An incipient
prcglabellar ridge is almost in contact \vith the front of the glabella lllcdially. T. fudlolVensis

has a glabella with constricted lateraloutline \....hich, in nddition, is blulltly-rounded antc~

riorly. The pygidia af the thrce forms are similar.

Snajdr (1980, p. 176) separateJ Telinia from Warlmrge/la s.s. Reed, 1931011 thc absence

of a tropidium and on the structure af the anterior border af the cranidium. He there implied

(p. 177) that T. IlldloJVensis was more dosely relatcd to Warbllrgella (han was tlle type spe­
cies. Ilowcver. both af the Telinia species lack a tropidium and both have a prcglabellar
ridge. This combination af charactcrs separates thesc species and thc GrccnlanLl form from

Warbllrgella. Tlley form a separate group wortby of gcncric rank although dosc1y aUied Io

Ihe lalter genus.

Ackllow/edgements. Merete Bjerreskov (Universit)' of Copenhagell) kindly identificd the graptolites.

R. M. Owens (National Museum af Wales) gave invaluablc hdp. TIHlllks to B. S. Hansen and R. Larsen
for leehllje,)! <lss;stancc.
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